THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WEST VIRGINIA

Application
for Judgment as to Marital Status
in the Eyes of the Church
General Introduction
This document is:
 required for persons seeking remarriage after a divorce or a blessing
on a remarriage which occurred after a divorce.
 intended to be completed by the Member of the Clergy, the Petitioner
and the Intended Spouse (if any) together.
 not, in and of itself, a sufficient format for pre-marital counseling.
Rather, it is intended to be only one piece of a much larger
conversation about relationships: their failures, successes and spiritual
meanings.
Name of Petitioner______________________________________________
Name of Former Spouse _________________________________________
Name of Intended Spouse (if any) __________________________________
Date of Proposed Wedding (if any/or date it already occurred) ___________________
Member of the Clergy __________________ Parish ___________________
Parish Address _________________________________________________
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Instructions for the Clergy

This application is to be used in the following circumstances [check one only]:
To solemnize (i.e., preside at) a subsequent marriage when at least one of the parties
to the proposed subsequent marriage has been previously married and the person to
whom she or he was formerly married is still living.
This means that if a divorced person wants to marry again and his or her former spouse is still
living, this form must be completed. If the person’s former spouse died (while they were married
or after they were divorced) this form does not need to be completed as death terminates the
marriage. When a person has more than one former spouse, this form need only be completed for a
judgment as to the last marriage. You should, however, explore together the relational dynamics of
the other marriages in your pre-marital counseling sessions. The member of the clergy should see
the divorce decree for each former marriage. The Church counsels continued concern for all
former spouses and all children of those marriages. Make certain to document the other marriages
in the written clergy statement.

To bless a subsequent marriage when the marriage has already been performed and where at
least one of the parties to that subsequent marriage has been previously married and the
person to whom he or she was formerly married is still living.
If a divorced person has married again and the couple now seek a blessing of their marriage, this
form must be completed. As above, however, this applies only to re-married persons with living
former spouses.

To seek a determination of marital status in the eyes of the Church for a divorced
person who is not and at this time does not desire to be married.
What the Canons Say
CANON 18: Of the Solemnization of Holy
Matrimony
Sec. 1. Every Member of the Clergy of this
Church shall conform to the laws of the State
governing the creation of the civil status of
marriage, and also to the laws of this Church
governing the solemnization of Holy
Matrimony.
Sec. 2. Before solemnizing a marriage the
Member of the Clergy shall have ascertained:
(a) That both parties have the right to contract a
marriage according to the laws of the State.
(b) That both parties understand that Holy
Matrimony is a physical and spiritual union of a
man and a woman, entered into within the
community of faith, by mutual consent of heart,
mind, and will, and with intent that it be
lifelong.
(c) That both parties freely and knowingly
consent to such marriage, without fraud,

coercion, mistake as to identity of a partner,
or mental reservation.
(d) That at least one of the parties has
received Holy Baptism.
(e) That both parties have been instructed as
to the nature, meaning, and purpose of Holy
Matrimony by the Member of the Clergy, or
that they have both received such instruction
from persons known by the Member of the
Clergy to be competent and responsible.
Sec. 3. No Member of the Clergy of this
Church shall solemnize any marriage unless
the following procedures are complied with:
(a) The intention of the parties to contract
marriage shall have been signified to the
Member of the Clergy at least thirty days
before the service of solemnization;
Provided, that for weighty cause,
this requirement may be dispensed with if
one of the parties is a member of the
Congregation of the Member of the Clergy,
or can furnish satisfactory evidence of
responsibility.

Page 3 of 8

In case the thirty days' notice is waived, the
Member of the Clergy shall report such action in
writing to the Bishop immediately.
(b) There shall be present at least two witnesses
to the solemnization of marriage.
(c) The Member of the Clergy shall record in the
proper register the date and place of the
marriage, the names of the parties and their
parents, the age of the parties, their residences,
and their Church status; the witnesses and the
Member of the Clergy shall sign the record.
(d) The Member of the Clergy shall have
required that the parties sign the following
declaration:
(e) "We, A.B. and C.D., desiring to receive the
blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do
solemnly declare that we hold marriage to be a

lifelong union of husband and wife as it is
set forth in the Book of Common Prayer.
(f) "We believe that the union of husband
and wife, in heart, body, and mind, is
intended by God for their mutual joy; for the
help and comfort given one another in
prosperity and adversity; and, when it is
God's will, for the procreation of children
and their nurture in the knowledge and love
of the Lord.
(g) "And we do engage ourselves, so far as
in us lies, to make our utmost effort to
establish this relationship and to seek God's
help thereto."
Sec. 4. It shall be within the discretion of
any Member of the Clergy of this Church to
decline to solemnize any marriage.

What the Clergy Should Do
Please check the following as you, the petitioner and the intended spouse (if any) engage each
one of the activities listed. This check list will serve to document completion of these tasks (the
first 4 apply to all marriages; the last 5 to remarriages.)
I have determined that at least one of the parties has received Holy Baptism.
Or
The Petitioner does not desire to be married at this time.
I have obtained the intention of the parties to marry at least thirty (30) days before the
intended service of solemnization (unless there is compliance with Section 3(a) of Canon 18
reproduced above].
Or
The Petitioner does not desire to be married at this time.
I have determined that both parties to the subsequent marriage freely and knowingly consent
to the subsequent marriage without fraud, coercion, mistakes as to identity of a party, or
mental reservation.
Or
The Petitioner does not desire to be married at this time.
I have instructed both parties as to the nature, meaning and purpose of Holy Matrimony or
have determined that both parties have received such instruction from persons known to me
to be competent and responsible.
Or
The Petitioner does not desire to be married at this time.
I have examined a copy of each civil decree of divorce or annulment involved.
I have determined that at least six (6) months have elapsed since the most recent divorce or
annulment (may be shortened for reasonable cause as determined by the Member of the
Clergy).
I have determined that no other Member of the Clergy in this Church has refused to bless the
subsequent marriage of the parties, unless explained in my written Clergy Statement.
Or
The Petitioner does not desire to be married at this time.
I have counseled with the divorced party to determine the relational dynamics of the previous
marriage and – if a subsequent marriage is contemplated or has already occurred – to assess
the possibilities of the subsequent marriage.
I have instructed the divorced party that continued concern must be shown for the well being
of the former spouse and all children of the previous marriage. I have determined to my own
satisfaction that the divorced party has made provision for these responsibilities.
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What the Clergy Should Write
Please complete the following as your written Clergy Statement:
How long and in what capacity have you and the Petitioner known each other?

How long and in what capacity have you and the Intended Spouse (if any) known each other?

During the time that you have known the Petitioner and the Intended Spouse (if any),
approximately how often have they attended public worship?

If neither is a member of the Episcopal Church, why do you wish to preside at this wedding?

In the case of a proposed subsequent marriage, has another Episcopal Priest refused to bless the
proposed marriage? If so, describe your attempts to contact that Priest and discuss his or her
reasons for refusing to do so.

In the case of a proposed subsequent marriage, have you determined that care and concern are
being shown for the former spouse and any children of the prior marriage?
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Explain why the former marriage failed, and, in the case of a proposed subsequent marriage, why
you think the cause of that failure is not being carried into this proposed subsequent remarriage.
Use the back of this form and additional pages as necessary.

How do you feel about the merits of this petition?

_______________________________________
Member of the Clergy
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Instructions for the Petitioner
Information About Me
Last Name _________________________ First______________________ Middle _________
Birth date ______________________ Baptized?

Yes

No

If baptized, in what faith tradition? ______________________________________________
Date of

confirmation or

reception in the Episcopal Church___________________

Information About My Former Marriage
Names of Parties in the Former Marriage:
Wife _______________________________ Husband ________________________________
Date of Former Marriage:_______________________________________________________
Place where Former Marriage was performed (complete only one):
Church (give name) _____________________________________________________
Home (give city & county) _______________________________________________
Civil Court (give county) ________________________________________________
Information about the Divorce Decree
Location of court granting divorce _________________________________________
Date of divorce decree __________________________________________________
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Information About My Former Marriage
I want the Bishop of West Virginia to know the following (check only one):
I do not desire a subsequent marriage at this time.
Sign below and skip the rest of this application.

_____________________________________

Date: __________________

I desire a subsequent marriage to:
Last Name ______________ First _____________ Middle _______________
Baptized?

Yes

No

Date of Marriage ________________________________________________
Place of Marriage _______________________________________________
Our Declaration of Intent
We, _____________________________________ and _______________________________
desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we
hold marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set forth in the Book of Common
Prayer. We believe that the union of husband and wife, in heart, body, and mind, is intended by
God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity,
and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and
love of the Lord. And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to
establish this relationship and to seek God’s help thereto.

______________________________________ ____________________________________
Petitioner
(Intended) Spouse
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Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia
1608 Virginia Street East, Charleston, WV 25311

